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paragraph (b) of this section, the com-
pressor shall be automatically deener-
gized or automatically shut off.

[61 FR 9829, Mar. 11, 1996, as amended at 61
FR 55527, Oct. 25, 1996]

§ 75.350 Air courses and belt haulage
entries.

In any coal mine opened after March
30, 1970, the entries used as intake and
return air courses shall be separated
from belt haulage entries, and each op-
erator of such mine shall limit the ve-
locity of the air coursed through belt
haulage entries to the amount nec-
essary to provide an adequate supply of
oxygen in such entries, and to insure
that the air therein shall contain less
than 1.0 volume per centum of meth-
ane, and such air shall not be used to
ventilate active working places. When-
ever an authorized representative of
the Secretary finds, in the case of any
coal mine opened on or prior to March
30, 1970, that has been developed with
more than two entries, that the condi-
tions in the entries, other than belt
haulage entries, are such as to permit
adequately the coursing of intake or
return air through such entries:

(a) The belt haulage entries shall not
be used to ventilate, unless such en-
tries are necessary to ventilate, active
working places, and

(b) When the belt haulage entries are
not necessary to ventilate the active
working places, the operator of such
mine shall limit the velocity of the air
coursed through the belt haulage en-
tries to the amount necessary to pro-
vide an adequate supply of oxygen in
such entries, and to assure that air
therein shall contain less than 1.0 vol-
ume per centum of methane.

§ 75.351 Atmospheric monitoring sys-
tem (AMS).

(a) Minimum requirements. An AMS
shall consist of sensors to monitor the
mine atmosphere and instruments at a
surface location designated by the op-
erator to receive information from the
monitoring sensors. Each AMS in-
stalled in accordance with
§§ 75.323(d)(1)(ii), 75.340(a)(2) and 75.362(f)
shall do the following:

(1) Monitor for circuit continuity and
sensor function, and identify at the

designated surface location any acti-
vated or malfunctioning sensor.

(2) Signal a designated surface loca-
tion at the mine when any interruption
of circuit continuity occurs or any sen-
sor malfunctions.

(3) Signal affected working sections
and the designated surface location
when—

(i) The carbon monoxide concentra-
tion at any carbon monoxide sensor
reaches 5 parts per million above the
established ambient level for that area;
or

(ii) The methane concentration at
any methane monitoring station ex-
ceeds the maximum allowable con-
centration as specified for that loca-
tion in § 75.323.

(4) Activate alarms at a designated
surface location and affected working
sections when the carbon monoxide
concentration at any carbon monoxide
sensor reaches 10 parts per million
above the established ambient level for
the area or when the optical density of
smoke at any smoke sensor reaches
0.05 per meter.

(b) Return splits. (1) If used to monitor
return air splits under § 75.362(f), AMS
sensors shall monitor the mine atmos-
phere for percentage of methane in
each return split of air from each
working section between the last work-
ing place, or longwall or shortwall face,
ventilated by that air split and the
junction of that return air split with
another air split, seal, or worked-out
area. If auxiliary fans and tubing are
used, the sensor also shall be located
outby the auxiliary fan discharge.

(2) If used to monitor air splits under
§ 75.323(d)(1)(ii), AMS sensors shall
monitor the mine atmosphere at the
following locations:

(i) In the return air course opposite
the section loading point or, if auxil-
iary fans and tubing are used, in the re-
turn air course outby the auxiliary
fans and a point opposite the section
loading point.

(ii) Immediately inby the location
where the split of air meets another
split of air, or inby the location where
the split of air is used to ventilate
seals or worked-out areas.
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